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Summary: A dramatization of the events leading up to the Battle of Saratoga, which became the turning point in the American War of Independence. The script is designed specifically for production as a radio drama, but could be adapted to other uses.

Style: Heavy drama.    Duration: Approx. 15min 

Script
MUSIC:
UP  AND ESTABLISH.           DRUMS,  BUGLES,  ETC.

ANNCR:              This is the story of the surrender of General John Burgoyne, the British Military commander at Saratoga, New York.  Saratoga, the turning  point in the War for Independence, is situated in upper state New York along the route that General Burgoyne took from Canada.

MUSIC:             UP  AND  ESTABLISH.          MILITARY  DRUM  ROLL
ANNCR:            On October 17, 1777, General John Burgoyne surrendered his entire command to the American General, Gates.  The tide of the war was now in the American’s favor.  

MUSIC:             UP   AND   ESTABLISH.   TRADITIONAL
NARR:               
This is William McFaden, corporal in the army of Benedict Arnold.  William has been in the army for nearly two years.  For most of the two years, he, along with the entire Northern Continental Army, had been on the retreat from defeat after defeat.  William was tired and demoralized.  Especially after hearing how the British, under the command of General Burgoyne, had decimated the American General St. Clair at Ticonderoga.

SOUND:      MED,  HORSES,  CARTS,  TRAVELING THROUGH MUD ON A ROCKY ROAD
SOLDIER:   Will, you look like you’re asleep.

Will:             What?  O. sorry.  Ever since we have been retreating from Ticonderoga nothing seems to matter.

MUSIC:        UP  ESTABLISH   UNDER  OUT.     TRANSITIONAL
NARR:          General St. Clair, once a British Army officer, was in command of 2,300 Continentals and 900 militiamen, at Ticonderoga.  General Burgoyne had 6,700 infantry, 600 artillerymen, 250 dismounted German dragoons, 650 Canadians and Tories  and 138 cannon.  On July 5, 1777, St. Clair wisely orders retreat.

St Clair:    (To his officers).  Gentlemen, we can no longer hold this fort.  I am ordering an immediate retreat.  General Allen will lead his army southeast.  General Arnold, you will head south to Lake Champlain.  I will advance west.

SOUND:   CANNON  ROAR,  HORSES  RUNNING,  SHOTS,  SCREAMS,  BUGLES
NARR:      The army of St. Clair split and fled.  However, the command of General Allen was almost destroyed by the British at Hubbardton, Vermont.  General Schuyler, an American general, was in the vicinity and intervened.  Thus, the British were momentarily halted, and Allen was able to escape.

BRIT. OFFICER:  Leftennant, call for a retreat.   They’ll escape,  but we will pursue them.

NARR:   In the meantime, the forces under General St. Clair were also attacked and almost destroyed.

SOUND:  MEN RUNNING WILDLY THROUGH WOODS,  SHOTS  SCREAMS
SOLDIER:   We’re beaten.  Run for your lives.

AM. OFFICER:  Fall back.  Everyone fall back.

ST. CLAIR:  Let’s get out of here before we are completely obliterated.  

NARR:  The survivors joined the army of Schuyler or else returned to the fray.  Only the command under General Arnold retreated to safety.  Thus Ticonderoga was a devastating defeat to the rag tag Americans.  To the thousands of American soldiers, the cause of the war seemed far away.

MUSIC:  UP  ESTABLISH    UNDER  AND  OUT   TRANSITIONAL
NARR:  The Continental Congress was furious over the fiasco of Ticonderoga.  St. Clair was removed from his command, and for a period of time, faced execution.

SPK. HS:  The ay’s have it.

SOUND:    GAVEL  BEING  STRUCK,   CROWD  MUMBLES  APPROVAL
SPK. HS:  Schuyler is now in command of the American Army in the north.

MUSIC:  UP  AND ESTABLISH,   UNDER  AND  OUT    TRANSITIONAL
NARR:  Burgoyne now was riding on a dream that he would defeat the retreating rag tag Americans.  However, Gentleman Johnny was soon to be dealt a hard blow.  Not by the retreating Americans, but by the patriots in the Mohawk Valley.  Burgoyne underestimated the strength of the patriots and sent in General St. Leger to secure the area.  St. Leger, too, thought Fort Stanwix would be easy to capture.

SOUND:  DRUMS,  MARCHING  ARMY,  HORSES
ST. LEGER:  What is the date, aide?

AIDE:  August the 3rd, Sir.

ST. LEGER:  A good day for a victory.  Leftennant, we’re going to show these rebels our strength.  Perhaps they will contemplate surrender before their demise.

NARR:    In Fort Stanwix, Colonel Willett and Colonel Gansevoort, prepare for the siege.

WILLETT:  He thinks to frighten us by showing his forces.  He’ll be surprised at our strength.

SOUND:  CANNON  FIRING,  SHOTS,  CRIES,  DRUMS,  BUGLES,  MEN  RUNNING,  HORSES  RUNNING
NARR:  Since the British Army was now split into two halves, the American general, Nicholas Herkimer attempted to defeat St. Leger and rescue Ft. Stanwix.  However,  St. Leger learned of the approaching American Army and sent out 400 Indians and Tories to repel them.

MUSIC:  UP  ESTABLISH   VIOLENT  AND  LOUD
SOUND:  SHOTS,  EXPLOSIONS,  RUNNING  MEN  AND  HORSES.  CANNON  FIRING
NARR:  The battle was bloody and fierce.  For nearly two hours the horrendous battle was waged in hand-to hand combat.  Finally, the Americans were forced to retreat down the Mohawk Valley.  Although the Americans did not complete their mission, they sent terror through the hearts of St. Leger and his men.

MUSIC:  UNDER  AND  OUT
SOUND:   UNDER  AND  OUT
NARR:   In the meantime, Willett was sent out of Fort Stanwix with his army to seek help.  Soon, he met with General Arnold.  Also, Schuyler sent help to Ft. Stanwix on August the 6th.  This move momentarily weakened the Northern Army, but it proved worthwhile.  

SOUND:    SHOTS,  CANNON,  CRIES,  SHOUTS.  (END THE SFX WHEN THE NARR SPEAKS)

GEN. ARN:  Commence firing!  Send in the third infantry.

SOL:  Sir look!

GEN. ARN:   St. Leger is calling retreat.  We’ve won!

NARR:  From this victory, the patriots retained control of the Mohawk Valley and dealt a commanding blow to the British.

MUSIC:  UP  ESTABLISH  UNDER  OUT   TRANSITIONAL
NARR:  Burgoyne’s Army now was beginning to become somewhat demoralized.  Also, they were running low on supplies and horses.  Burgoyne sought to rectify the problem of inadequate supplies by ordering Colonel Baum to the village of Bennington.

GEN. BUR:  Colonel Baum, you have your orders.

BAUM:  Yes sir.

GEN. BUR: However, I must warn you that the roads leading toward Bennington are in terrible condition.  Try to move as swift as possible.  The number of men under your command is few.  Therefore, make no decisions in haste.

NARR:  After two days, Baum was still a few miles outside of Bennington.  Soon he met a large force of Americans led by General John Stark.

SOUND:  ALL TYPES OF PREVIOUS BATTLE SOUNDS.  SFX ARE TO STOP BEFORE NARR. SPEAKS.

NARR:  On August 14th, the Americans moved into position for battle.  Being greatly outnumbered, Baum chose not to attack, and instead, sent for help from Burgoyne.  Burgoyne then sent in Colonel Breymann with 650 Hessians.  Breymann was burdened with artillery and strict military formality.  Thus his march was inhibited.

SOUND:  ALL PREVIOUS BATTLE SOUNDS         SFX ARE TO END WHEN Br. OffICER GIVES RETREAT COMMAND
NARR:  Before Breymann was close to Baum, General Stark and Colonel Warner fought and defeated Baum.

BAUM:  Leftennant!  Call for a retreat.  We’ll fall back to Breymann!

NARR:  Stark and Warner pursued Baum until he reached Breymann.

SOUND:  BATTLE SOUNDS,  MEN RUNNING WILDLY THROUGH WOODS AND FIELDS.  SFX ENDS AFTER NARRATION.

NARR:  Breymann’s men began to run low of ammunition.  They too panicked and ran along with the men from Baum’s Army.

MUSIC:   UP  ESTABLISH    UNDER AND OUT         TRANSITIONAL
NARR:  The defeat at Bennington put a large wound in the heart of Burgoyne’s Army.  One tenth of the army was now gone.  Of the entire army with which Burgoyne had set out, only 5,500 regulars and 800 Tory and Indians remained.  Out of all the artillery,  he now possessed only 42 pieces.  To the contrary of Burgoyne’s diminishing army, the Continental Army was constantly enlarging.  Burgoyne examined the facts.  He now made a decisive move.  On September 13th and 14th, he crossed the Hudson.  Thus, retreat was virtually impossible.  Burgoyne decided that the outcome of the campaign was to be a complete victory or a total defeat.

MUSIC:    UP ESTABLISH  UNDER  OUT  TRANSITIONAL
NARR:  On September 18th, Burgoyne encamped three miles to the north of a large farm known as Bemis Heights.  General Gates, along with 7,000 American Troops,  set up fortifications on Bemis Heights.  Burgoyne knew little of the terrain of the surrounding area.  Still, he sent Colonel Riedesel with 1,200 Germans,  General Hamilton with 1,200 British and General Fraser with 2,200 regulars, to attack the Americans.  Fortunately, the British units were separated by woods, and they found it virtually impossible to communicate.  General Arnold saw what Burgoyne had planned.  He urged General Gates to send in a fairly large contingent of troops to meet the British in the woods.

GEN. ARN:  General Gates, my scouts have informed me that the British are on the move toward our position.  I believe it would be wise to send some of our  troops to meet the British in the wooded area.  They will be caught off guard and repulsed.

GEN. GATES:  I am in complete agreement.  You may carry out the orders.

SOUND:  SHOTS,  CANNON,  HORSES,  DRUMS,  BUGLES   (UP AND UNDER NARRATION)

NARR:   For several hours the titanic struggle waged on.  Finally the British lines began to break.  However, Riedesel came to the rescue and forestalled the defeat.  The American losses resulting from the battle were 300.  The casualties the British sustained were almost double.

SOUND:   ALL BATTLE SOUNDS DOWN AND OUT
NARR:   Burgoyne tried one last great plan of strategy.  He decided to try a move whereby the forces of the Americans would be deployed elsewhere besides at Bemis Heights.  Thus the Americans would be weak, and the tables would turn for the benefit of the British.  He sent a General Clinton to the north to force Gates to split his command.  However, General Gates did not take the bait.  Instead, Gates ordered the garrison at Ft. Stanwix to meet and engage Clinton.  For three weeks Burgoyne and his men dug in.

MUSIC:  UP  AND ESTABLISH   (CHANGE TO BATTLE THEME WHEN SFX COME IN)

NARR:   The date is October 7th.

Gen. Bur:  Leftennant, are the men ready?

LEFT:  Yes sir!

GEN. BUR:  Give the command to advance.

NARR:  General Burgoyne personally led 1,500 regulars within a mile of the enemy.  However, Gates heard of this movement and sent a force to combat him.

SOUND:   ALL PREVIOUS BATTLE SOUNDS.  (CUT BEFORE NARR)

GEN. BUR:  Sergeant!  Give the command to fall back to the trenches!

SER:         Yes sir!

SOUND:  BUGLES AND DRUMS CALL RETREAT.  (ALSO END SFX BEFORE NARR)

NARR:  General Arnold, now in temporary command, began to lead attacks against the British.  In the few days of  vicious fighting, General Breymann was killed and General Frasier was mortally wounded.  On October 12th, Burgoyne retreated to Saratoga.

MUSIC:  UP  ESTABLISH  UNDER  OUT          TRANSITIONAL
NARR:  After another council of war, it was decided that the British Army was to retreat to the north.  However, the next day when they were ready to retreat, the British found themselves surrounded by the Americans.  General Gates had out guessed General Burgoyne.

GEN. GATES:  Messenger!  Send this message to General Burgoyne.  It urges his immediate surrender.

GEN. ARN:  I believe the worm is turning.  Thank-God.

MUSIC:  UP  AND  ESTABLISH     SOLEMN MUSIC
NARR:  On October 17,  1777, General John Burgoyne surrendered his battered, worn army.  The remnants of his army numbered only 5,000 in all.  Most of the men and officers were sent to a prison in Virginia or else they deserted.  Burgoyne was allowed to return to England.

MUSIC:   DRUMS,  MILITARY MUSIC        LIGHT AND BRISK
NARR:  Thus the Americans had now won the war in the north.  In France, Louis XVI recognized the independence of the United States of America and prepared to back her with military might.  Saratoga became the turning point of the war.

MUSIC:  DOWN  AND  OUT
……………………………………………………………..
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